Conditions aboard the Feloz
The Reverend Robert Walsh May 1829
...The first object that struck us was an enormous gun, turning on a swivel, on deck
- the constant appendage of a pirate; and the next were large kettles for cooking, on
the bows - the usual apparatus of a slaver. Our boat was now hoisted out, and I went

on board with the officers. When we mounted her decks we found her full of slaves.

She was called the Feloz, commanded by Captain Jose' Barbosa, bound to Bahia.
She was a very broad-decked ship, with a mainmast, schooner rigged, and behind her
foremast was that large, formidable gun, which turned on a broad circle of iron, on

deck, and which enabled her to act as a pirate if her slaving speculation failed.

She had taken in, on the coast of Africa, 336 males and 226 females, making in all
562, and had been out seventeen days, during which she had thrown overboard 55.
The slaves were all inclosed under grated hatchways between decks. The space was
so low that they sat between each other's legs and [were] stowed so close together
that there was no possibility of their lying down or at all changing their position by

night or day.

As they belonged to and were shipped on account of different individuals, they were
all branded like sheep with the owner's marks of different forms. These were
impressed under their breasts or on their arms, and, as the mate informed me with

perfect indifference 'burnt with the red-hot iron.'

Over the hatchway stood a ferocious-looking fellow with a scourge of many twisted
thongs in his hand, who was the slave driver of the ship, and whenever he heard the
slightest noise below, he shook it over them and seemed eager to exercise it. I was
quite pleased to take this hateful badge out of his hand, and I have kept it ever since
as a horrid memorial of reality, should I ever be disposed to forget the scene I

witnessed.
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But the circumstance which struck us most forcibly was how it was possible for such
a number of human beings to exist, packed up and wedged together as tight as they
could cram, in low cells three feet high, the greater part of which, except that
immediately under the grated hatchways, was shut out from light or air, and this
when the thermometer, exposed to the open sky, was standing in the shade, on our
deck, at 89'.

The space between decks was divided into two compartments 3 feet 3 inches high;
the size of one was 16 feet by 18 and of the other 40 by 21; into the first were
crammed the women and girls, into the second the men and boys: 226 fellow
creatures were thus thrust into one space 288 feet square and 336 into another space
800 feet square, giving to the whole an average Of 23 inches and to each of the
women not more than 13 inches. We also found manacles and fetters of different

kinds, but it appears that they had all been taken off before we boarded.
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